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E
nvironm

ent and its ethical concerns have encom
passed alm

ost
every sphere of hum

an activity and a plethora of literature on the issues has
been com

ing out recently. T
hese pieces of literature, cutting across different

disciplines, deal w
ith various aspects of environm

ent - theoretical
deliberations, policies and legislations, and field practices of environm

ent
care.  T

hey appear in the form
 of books, m

onographs, filed reports, research
papers and conference proceedings.  T

he book under review
 is an edited

volum
e of papers of a national conference on the them

e of ethics and
environm

ent, organised by the departm
ent of E

conom
ics, Sri V

enkitesw
ara

U
niversity, T

irupati, India in M
arch 2008. T

he editor of the book has organised
the articles under five them

es, each of w
hich form

s a section.

T
he first section of the book, titled ethics and environm

ent, deals
w

ith the linkage of ethical issues in environm
ent w

ith concerns of sustainable
developm

ent.  T
he section has ten articles presenting certain fundam

ental
concepts regarding ethics and environm

ent. T
hey deal w

ith the concept of
ethics, environm

ental ethics, ecological security, equity, issues in decline in
ethics, sustainable developm

ent, ethical issues in environm
ental m

anagem
ent

and ethical em
pow

erm
ent. T

he articles shed light on som
e of the core issues

of environm
ent degradation, environm

ental ethics, sustainable developm
ent

and clim
ate change, and on the international conventions and practices related

to these issues. T
hey are inform

ative, som
e of them

 w
ith scientific data on

the alarm
ing situation of ecological degradation, w

ater availability, pollution
and other im

portant issues of environm
ent. A

 few
 of the articles discuss

environm
ental ethics w

ith reference to the grow
ing corruption, the polity

and the religions in India. O
ne of the articles adds to the contem

porary
debate on ethics in the genetically m

odified food, cloning, pharm
aceuticals

and stem
 cells.

T
he second section of the book on the them

e of ethics, poverty
and rural developm

ent touches upon an im
portant global issue of increasing

poverty caused by the depletion of natural resources.  T
his is especially true

of countries like India w
here the population is predom

inantly agricultural
and m

aintains a binding relationship w
ith environm

ent.  T
here are tw

elve
articles in this section of the book.  A

 m
ajor ethical issue discussed in this

section is that of em
pow

erm
ent of the rural poor for sustainable livelihood.

O
ne notable contribution in this section is the article on a case study that

illustrates how
 joint forest m

anagem
ent helps the poor. A

 second article of
this nature is on em

pow
ering the tribal people for their developm

ent.  H
alf

of the tw
elve articles in this section discuss the environm

ental and ethical
im

plications in agriculture. T
hey cover a variety of related topics, like size of

land holdings, sources of credit, im
plication of trade policies such as W

orld
T

rade O
rganisation (W

T
O

) and Food and A
griculture O

rganisation (FA
O

),
and legislations on food safety, technology, biodiversity and genetically
m

odified food. H
ow

ever, this section does not touch the allied sectors of
agriculture like anim

al husbandry.

O
ne m

ajor area of environm
ental ethics of serious discussion and

debate today is the linkage to industrialisation. C
onsiderations of

environm
ental ethics in relation to industrialisation can be considered to be

realised w
hen the industry is econom

ically viable, environm
entally com

patible
and socially responsible. T

he third section of the book is on this them
e of

linkage betw
een environm

ental ethics and industry.  T
he four articles in this

section discuss four different topics. W
hile the first article of the section

presents the concerns in industry over intellectual property rights, patent,
T

R
IPS (T

rade-R
elated A

spects of Intellectual Property R
ights) and G

A
T

T
(G

eneral A
greem

ent on Tariffs and T
rade), the second gives in a nutshell

the state of the perform
ance of sm

all and m
edium

 enterprises in the task of
environm

ental protection. T
he third article show

s how
 biotechnology could
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be a tool for sustainable developm
ent. T

he last article in the section, one of
the lengthy articles of the book, gives an appraisal of a project for w

aste
m

anagem
ent in H

yderabad.

T
he fourth section of the book on ethics and services deals w

ith
ethics in relation to education, philosophy, literature and em

ploym
ent. O

ne
forem

ost area w
here ethics plays a significant role is education. Four articles

in this section, tw
o of them

 just notes, elucidate the need and strategies for
integrating ethics w

ith education in the globalised w
orld.  A

nother article of
this section discusses the contem

porary significance of ethics in the G
andhian

philosophy of trusteeship. T
he sixth article deals w

ith the ethical values in
econom

ic developm
ent as enunciated by J. K

. M
ehta. A

nother tw
o articles

discuss ethics and environm
ent as found in Telugu and H

indi literature.  In
the final article of the section the issue of ethics and em

ploym
ent is presented.

T
he last section of the book discusses ethics and environm

ent
w

ith reference to globalisation. T
hree articles of this section throw

 light on
the place of ethics in the process of globalisation.  A

nother article describes
the struggle of aboriginals in A

ustralia for their rights, w
hich is presented as

typical of the struggles of all aboriginal com
m

unities in the present globalised
w

orld. T
here are tw

o articles in the section that discuss the issue of
international trade and ethics in the context of globalised econom

y. H
ow

ever,
considering the vastness of the area of the ethics, environm

ent and
globalisation, this section does not seem

 to have done justice to the topic.

T
he editor has m

ore or less system
atically categorised the different

articles under five pertinent them
es. H

ow
ever, there are statem

ents that
seem

 to be confusing, m
isleading or unsubstantiated. For instance, the editor

in his ow
n article states that “in 20

th century, w
hen giants like M

.K
. G

andhi
and Sardar Patel dom

inated politics w
e found that there has been a distinct

fall in m
oral or ethical standards” (page 46).  A

lthough m
oral or ethical

standards are relative, a statem
ent of this sort w

ithout substantiation or
explanation can be m

isleading or confusing, if not incorrect.

T
here is a grow

ing trend in India of publishing papers presented in
conferences as edited volum

e. It gives the opportunity to young scholars to
w

rite and publish academ
ic articles.  H

ow
ever, m

any a tim
e such books do

not m
aintain a reasonable level of quality in academ

ic standards and scientific
rigour. T

he publishers, w
ho bring out such books as com

m
ercial enterprises,

m
ay not pay m

uch attention to academ
ic quality.  It is the academ

ics, involved
in the publication, especially the organisers of the conference and the editor
w

ho should take prim
e responsibility in the m

atter.  A
s far as the quality of

the present volum
e is concerned, the articles in the book are of varying

academ
ic standard and quality.  W

hile som
e are of reasonably good standard,

others lack substantial discussion and academ
ic rigour.

T
he book in its five sections has covered a good num

ber of pertinent
issues related to ethics and environm

ent.  A
s a com

pilation of papers, the
book offers the reader a reasonably good idea on several issues of ethics
and environm

ent, although m
any of the articles have not pursued any serious

theoretical discussion or used research based data. T
he authors of the articles

on the w
hole tend to be concerned about the im

pact of the issues of
environm

ental ethics on the dow
ntrodden in the country. T

his is a point of
appreciation of the book.
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T
he subject m

atter of ecology in its varied aspects, such as its
scope, challenges and research has been substantially dealt w

ith in the past.
C

ontributions to the particular stream
 of know

ledge base have com
e prim

arily
from

 natural sciences, focussing on biodiversity and other issues of
environm

ent. D
ifferent approaches and techniques have been tried to address

the related issues through different disciplines such as life sciences,
environm

ental sciences and earth sciences. H
ow

ever, natural events, and
deliberations and discussions in the recent years pointed out the need to
evaluate their efficiency.  D

eterioration in ecosystem
s across the globe is a

fact that has m
ade the com

m
on persons as w

ell as the scholars of social and
natural sciences to think of addressing its consequences.  T

his in turn has
resulted in evolving new

er perspectives in the field of ecology, particularly
w

ith reference to hum
an developm

ent.  A
 m

ajor factor contributing to the
evolution of this scenario is the grow

ing interdisciplinary interest in
environm

ental hazards, w
hich has involved interplay of natural and social

sciences along w
ith technologies as enablers. T

he efforts of system
atically

applying the em
erging techniques to understand natural and hum

an-m
ade

disasters, their im
pact on developm

ent, and the role of hum
an activities began

in the developing nations only tow
ards the end of the tw

entieth century.  T
he

book under review
 H

azard E
cology - A

pproaches and Techniques can
be view

ed as a case of response to the above trend.

T
he book is an edited volum

e of tw
enty-six papers, contributed by

scholars from
 different academ

ic and research institutions in India, G
erm

any,
Japan, U

nited K
ingdom

 and Italy. T
he papers in the book cover a w

ide
range of topics related to the interface betw

een hazard sciences and ecology
in the context of sustainable developm

ent.  H
ow

ever, since the subject m
atter

of hazard ecology itself is in its nascent stage of developm
ent in India, the

readers m
ay view

 the book as one am
ong the initial efforts in the field.  In

the preface of the book the author rightly view
s hazard as the potential

interaction betw
een an extrem

e event and susceptibility/ vulnerability of the
com

m
unity affected by it.  T

hereafter the book begins w
ith a paper on the

role of technological application as a novel approach to the faunal-floral
com

binations in the regeneration of forests, an im
portant environm

ental
concern today.  T

he book ends w
ith the chapter on the current hot them

e of
global w

arm
ing, w

hich is a potential threat to hum
anity and ecosystem

s.

T
he book covers a good range of the issues under disaster

m
anagem

ent spectrum
. O

verall eight m
ajor hazards (flood, soil erosion, land

slide, drought, cyclone, forest fire, pollution and global w
arm

ing) have been
addressed in the book.  T

he ecosystem
s covered by the different papers in

the book belong to the ecological zones of ravine, forest land, w
et land/

estuary, flood plain, m
ountainous region and glacier.

Som
e of the papers in the book are reports of field-based research

studies. A
 few

 of them
 are based on purely quantitative research data, w

hile
the authors of m

ajority of the contributions have used both quantitative and
qualitative data in their respective papers. A

 few
 of the papers are focussed

on theoretical discussion of the issues of hazard ecology, w
hile the others

tend to be m
ore practical and look for m

ethods of intervention for hazard
m

anagem
ent.

T
he research based papers on the w

hole deal w
ith issues of local

and regional hazards, studied by their authors.  T
hese research studies on

w
hich the papers of the book are based w

ere conducted in E
urope and India

by scholars from
 E

urope and A
sia.  Som

e of the papers are based on the
reports of internationally funded research projects.  T

he data of the research
based papers of the book are from

 the studies conducted during the period of
1998-2006, w

herein som
e studies have used secondary data of the past couple

of decades. H
ow

ever, authors of a few
 research based papers have not

provided the inform
ation on the date of the data they have used in their papers.
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From
 the point of view

 of ecology, tw
o papers in the book m

ake
som

e specific contribution for dealing w
ith the ecological issue of flora and

fauna. T
hey have adopted a solution-based approach to the issue of flora

and fauna w
ith the help of technological advancem

ents. T
hey have advocated

application of m
odern tools and m

ethods such as G
IS (geographic inform

ation
system

s) and R
em

ote Sensing w
hich are increasingly getting the attention

of scholars in interdisciplinary research.  A
lthough these papers w

hich deal
w

ith m
odern approaches and techniques are from

 elsew
here in the w

orld,
their contents are relevant and useful to the Indian context as w

ell, particularly
in the program

m
es of reforestation, forest fire m

itigation and drought
m

itigation.M
aps, figures and tables in som

e of the papers could have been
better presented in order to ensure their clarity and easy understanding by
the readers.  For instance, readability of legends in m

any of the m
aps is very

low
. T

he volum
e as a w

hole lacks a central them
e in hazard ecology for

holding the different contributions together. O
rganisation of the chapters in

the book w
ould have been better if there w

ere a unifying them
e. T

he lack of
logical organisation of chapters, w

hich w
ould have ensured a sequential

flow
 of ideas, is a draw

back of the book.

T
he different chapters/papers in the volum

e differ in the level of
their discussion on hazard ecology from

 the point of view
 of solution-oriented

understanding of the issue. Y
et, in view

 of the fact that the com
plexity of the

issue has been brought out to a great extent by the different scholars, the
book is a useful contribution to the developm

ent of literature in the subject
m

atter of hazard ecology.

T
he book is a w

elcom
e addition to the academ

ic literature in hazard
ecology.  It can be considered as a piece of academ

ic w
ork that interfaces

the books w
ritten under the approaches and techniques prior to the advent

of the m
odern inform

ation technology and those based on research under
the influence of the current inform

ation revolution w
itnessed generally after

the year 2005. T
he book w

ould help the students of hazard science in
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understanding the different approaches and techniques in the developm
ent

of the disaster m
anagem

ent discipline.
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